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R&D Magazine to honor UA dean
David Wichner, ARIZONA DAILY STAR

CORRECTION RAN OCTOBER 22, 2005 A2

Wyko Corp. was misspelled Thursday in a column on D1.
1

TECH FILE
I

Dean Jim Wyant of the UA's College of Optical Sciences is being awarded the Tom Brown Excellence in
Entrepreneurship Award today at the IdeaFunding seminar for entrepreneurs.

To understand why, one need only look at some other honors being handed out later today, 1,700 miles away.

Tonight in Chicago, R&D Magazine will formally hand out its 2005 R&D 100 awards, which honor "the most
technologically significant products introduced into the marketplace." Wyant helped launch three of the four
Tucson-based companies that won the so-called "Oscars of invention."

Wyant co-founded R&D 100 winner 4D Technology Corp. in 2002, after selling another optics instrument firm he
founded, Wyco Corp., to Veeco Instruments in 1997. Building on Wyco's legacy operation, Veeco's Tucson
operation is another R&D 100 honoree.

Wyant is an expert in interferometers, devices that can precisely measure surfaces using the interference
properties of light waves. Veeco sells interferometers that still bear the Wyco brand.

4D specializes in vibration-proof interferometers, which can be used to measure moving or vibrating parts, large
optics, flat panel displays and DVD pickup heads, for example.

Wyant also is a founding director of another Tucson-based R&D 100 winner, DMetrix Inc., a maker of a multiple-
lens microscope system for super-high resolution imaging.

"I'd have to say I'm pretty proud of that," Wyant said of the R&D awards, which were announced a few months ago

in advance of tonight's ceremony.

Wyant said he didn't know much about the IdeaFunding award but was happy to get an award named for the late

Tom Brown, an electronics pioneer who founded Burr-Brown Corp.
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