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Monday was 

promoted to chief 

executive officer of 

Tucson-based 

Breault Research 

Organization, 

making her one of 

the highest-ranking 

women in the optics 

industry. 
 
Perkins formerly 

was vice president 

of sales and 

marketing for 

Breault, which 

provides systems-analysis software and consulting services to the 

optics industry. 
 
Bob Breault, company founder and chairman, said Perkins has 

helped guide the internationally renowned Breault's growth since 

joining the company in 1995 and has been instrumental in promoting 

Tucson as "Optics Valley." 
 
"She's earned it, every bit of the way," Breault said, citing company 

sales that have grown from $2.6 million to $4.4 million since Perkins 

was first hired as a consultant in 1995. 
 
Breault, co-chairman of the Arizona Optics Industry Association, cited 

Perkins tireless work on behalf of the local industry through her work 
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with the cluster. Clusters are networks of firms in like industries that 

work to promote their field. 
 
Breault, formerly also president of the company, said he will leave 

that post vacant for now and remain chairman, with Perkins reporting 

to him. 
 
"It frees me up to do my cluster stuff, my corporate stuff and my 

community outreach," said Breault, who has helped form 25 optics 

clusters around the globe and sits on the boards of 23 of them. 
 
Perkins, 44, said she was honored by the appointment to the 

company's CEO spot. 
 
"We've built an incredible franchise," Perkins said of Breault's 

products. "It's not a mass market, we're not a Krispy Kreme, but 

among the technology elite, this is the tool they choose over and over 

again." 
 
An optics industry colleague said she was happy to hear of Perkins' 

promotion, noting that women in CEO spots are unusual in the optics 

industry. 
 
"It's very uncommon, and Breault Research is a highly technical 

company," said Cindi Vernold,, an optical engineer and University of 

Arizona graduate who co-owns Optical Insights LLC in Santa Fe, N.

M. 
 
Vernold, who has been involved in efforts by the International Society 

for Optical Engineering to attract more women to the field, said the 

lack of female executives is rooted in the difficulty in drawing young 

women to technical fields. 
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"Part of the issue is having role models like Kathleen," Vernold said, 

adding that Perkins' promotion shows that engineering isn't the 

industry's only career path. 
 
Both Perkins and Breault downplayed Perkins' gender as an issue, 

citing other female heads of local optics firms. 
 
Perkins said opportunities for women have increased since she joined 

the industry. 
 
"It's definitely changed, but I wouldn't say there are an enormous 

number of (women) role models," she said. 
 
A local attorney who has worked with Perkins to teach small 

companies how to win funding said he wasn't surprised by Perkins' 

promotion. 
 
"She's got a real good feel for technology and at the same time, she 

can express that in ways that everyone can understand," said Larry 

Hecker, a Tucson lawyer who specializes in capital formation issues. 
 
Perkins said her mission will continue to be "customer obsession," 

though she knows her role has expanded. 
 
"When you're in the CEO role, all of a sudden you're dealing with 

banks and leases and human resources, and you don't want to get 

too far from the customer," she said. 
 
Perkins is no stranger to changing roles, coming to the optics industry 

after a career in the cosmetics business. 
 
After earning a marketing degree from St. Joseph's University in 
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Philadelphia in 1980, Perkins spent 10 years in the New York 

cosmetics industry, including a stint as regional sales manager of 

Revlon Corp.'s $80 million Halston division. 
 
In 1992, Perkins moved to Tucson to take a position as director of 

business development at LightPath Technologies Inc. before joining 

Breault. 
 
Contact reporter David Wichner at 573-4181 or wichner@azstarnet.com. 
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